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Design facility pushes innovation boundaries 
A new design facility, located at the University of Adelaide, will offer organisations and individuals a space in 
which to push the boundaries of technical, industrial and business innovation. 

Launched today, the Collaborative Design Facility which is the first of its type in Australia, will be used by the 
people who will shape the future of Australia’s participation in the global economy in key sectors such as 
defence, energy, AgTech, life sciences or health. 

“Innovation occurs through creative collaboration. The Collaborative Design Facility provides an environment 
in which people produce innovative design solutions and translate them into tangible concepts,” says Interim 
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Mike Brooks. 

“People who need to innovate will come together in a room equipped with state-of-the-art technology such as 
high-end computing capability and large touch-sensitive screens. The technology is so good that they will be 
able to interact without the normal hindrances that can sometimes slow down collaboration, so they can focus 
on the creative process and stretch their boundaries in a secure, open and collaborative environment.” 

The state-of-the-art facility is equipped with twelve workstations where specialists will work on a project such 
as a virtual model of a submarine, a robot roaming the surface of another planet or an industrial process that 
needs to be developed. The spaces within the facility have been designed to enable interaction between 
people based on the activity they are involved in, their mood and their personality. 

“Located close to the Australian Space Agency and Lot 14, the facility is a tool for engagement, which will 
enable companies to grow their enterprise capabilities locally, nationally and globally,” says Professor Brooks. 

“It is a precursor for what we see as an integral part of the Lot 14 vision, to foster the exchange of creative 
solutions to real-world challenges faced by industry of all scales, government agencies, and academia. 

“SMEs will especially benefit from using the space as they will be able to more successfully interact with much 
larger companies such as those in the defence sector in a secure environment of co-creation. 

“Post-graduate researchers will also benefit from access to the facility which will expose them to the latest 
developments in design innovation, and focus on its human dimension.” 

The facility builds on the collaborative education program between the University of Adelaide, Capgemini and 
Dassault Systèmes. 

“Dassault Systèmes is thrilled to build on our established links with the University of Adelaide and Capgemini, 
in an industry-first in Australia, with the Collaborative Design Facility. The facility will enable companies across 
the country to gain a competitive advantage through shortened timeframes in product development, enabled 
by state-of-the-art digital technology and practices,” says Samson Khaou, Executive Vice President, Asia 
Pacific, and Managing Director, Asia Pacific South, Dassault Systèmes. 
 
“Our 3DEXPERIENCE platform is enabling customers worldwide to transform their operations and business 
models and empower their workforces with knowledge and know-how. We look forward to working with 
industry and academia to create new opportunities, deliver digital transformation and drive future innovation.” 
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Luc-François Salvador, Executive Chairman and Head of Capgemini Asia Pacific and the Middle East says: 
“Looking ahead we will see the digital and physical worlds come together to form what we call the intelligent 
industry. This new facility will benefit from Capgemini’s deep industry expertise and proven accelerators to 
enable engineering, co-creation and product excellence, in collaboration with industry, academia and 
government. It will facilitate agile and productive cooperation through colocation in South Australia while being 
connected to the global world of ideas.” 

Professor Brooks says: “As a catalyst for innovation, value creation and commercialisation, the facility will 
contribute to the development of the South Australian economy and position Adelaide as the leading 
Australian node in a network of similar facilities around the world.” 

The opening of the Collaborative Design Facility included a demonstration of its capability by students from the 
University’s School of Architecture and Built Environment and the Faculty of Engineering, Computing and 
Mathematical Sciences who collaborated on a project to design a base on the Moon, developed the virtual twin 
of a small agricultural robot, and participated in a NASA-led competition to operate robots on the surface of 
distant planets or moons. 
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About the University of Adelaide  
The University of Adelaide is a world-class research and teaching institution, centred on discovering new knowledge, pursuing 
innovation and preparing the educated leaders of tomorrow. Australia’s third oldest university, the University of Adelaide is proudly 
ranked in the top one percent of universities in the world. Adelaide has over 100 Rhodes Scholars among its distinguished alumni 
and is associated with five Nobel Laureates. We attract academic staff who are global leaders in their fields, along with the best and 
brightest students. The University of Adelaide is among Australia's leading universities in defence engagement with government and 
industry. www.adelaide.edu.au 
 

About Dassault Systèmes 

Dassault Systèmes, the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, is a catalyst for human progress. We provide business and people with 

collaborative 3D virtual environments to imagine sustainable innovations. By creating virtual experience twins of the real world with 

our 3DEXPERIENCE platform and applications, our customers push the boundaries of innovation, learning and production. Dassault 

Systèmes brings value to more than 270,000 customers of all sizes, in all industries, in more than 140 countries. For more 

information, visit www.3ds.com 

3DEXPERIENCE, the Compass icon, the 3DS logo, CATIA, BIOVIA, GEOVIA, SOLIDWORKS, 3DVIA, ENOVIA, EXALEAD, 

NETVIBES, MEDIDATA, CENTRIC PLM, 3DEXCITE, SIMULIA, DELMIA, and IFWE are commercial trademarks or registered 

trademarks of Dassault Systèmes, a French “société européenne” (Versailles Commercial Register # B 322 306 440), or its 

subsidiaries in the United States and/or other countries.  

About Capgemini  
Capgemini is a global leader in consulting, digital transformation, technology and engineering services. The Group is at the forefront 
of innovation to address the entire breadth of clients’ opportunities in the evolving world of cloud, digital and platforms. Building on its 
strong 50-year+ heritage and deep industry-specific expertise, Capgemini enables organizations to realize their business ambitions 
through an array of services from strategy to operations. Capgemini is driven by the conviction that the business value of technology 
comes from and through people. Today, it is a multicultural company of 270,000 team members in almost 50 countries. With Altran, 
the Group reported 2019 combined revenues of €17billion. Visit us at www.capgemini.com. People matter, results count. 
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